
 I'm a programmer at college radio station WRUW-FM 91.1 Cleveland. I'malso an 
avid music fan, music consumer, music columnist, music author, and 
music collector. I'm a community member (a.k.a. one of the old DJs) and I 
was born and bred in Cleveland. I still live here in Cleveland (specifically 
in Seven Hills, a suburb of Cleveland) with my wife and daughter. My day job 
is at the Cleveland Museum of Art where I've been employed for 11 years. 
Preceding my position at the Cleveland Museum of Art, I was a freelance 
artist for 5 years which followed 10 years in the commercial art field as 
designer, illustrator, and production artist. I attended the Cleveland 
Institute of Art and graduated in 1983 with a BFA majoring in Illustration 
and minoring in Drawing and Photography. 
 
My show is on Tuesday mornings from 5-9am. The first two hours focus on rock 
and pop (AAA) and the final two hours are dedicated to alternative country 
(alt.country). I make a concerted effort to play local and regional artists 
and to support the local venues bringing in acts that fit my genres. Since 
we are a non-profit, multi-genre, commercial-free college station, we don't 
do any marketing to establish our core audience. We have no required 
playlists or rotation schedules but are encouraged to play new music that 
arrives at the station. I CAN say that each year for annual on-air 
fundraiser, my donation total has steadily risen to bring me into the top 6 
shows out of approximately 90. 
 
In addition to airing music by local and regional artists I also have them 
as guests on my show to talk about their music, play live, and spin tunes by 
them. For musicians located outside of our immediate area, I will often 
pre-record interviews to help plug upcoming shows or new releases. 
 
I don't think the FCC should try alone to come up with local programming 
definitions. Each community is different and feedback from the listening 
audience is crucial. My general thoughts on FCC involvement, in fact most 
government involvement in local affairs is "less is more". 
 
In considering the content of what should be classified as "local 
programming" I feel all aired material of a local/regional nature should be 
considered. Public affairs, talk shows, call-in, live studio performances, 
live feeds of local events, interviews, etc. Even station participation in 
local community events should count. 
 
As I've spent more time on the air, the issue of payola has become less 
black and white as I originally envisioned. Where does one draw the line to 
define "payola"? Should something as simple as a free CD from an 
artist/band/label to an individual programmer for airplay consideration be 
considered payola? My thinking is only an exchange of cash for airplay would 
be considered payola. It all seems to come down to the ethical and moral 
principles of the management of each individual radio station. 
 
I have a personal abhorrence of voice tracking. Despite my strong opinion, 
in a democratic society I don't think we can ban it. But voice tracking 
should never be stated or implied it is a live or local show. They have no 
obligation to specifically state they're not live, after all, do people 
really care if their sattelite radio station isn't live? I don't think so. I 
think that all the FCC should do is make sure it's not being 
misrepresented..."less is more". 
 
In a related issue, national playlists suck. But again, this is a democratic 
society and people are free to do this kind of thing. I think a good 



solution to the localism issue is to set aside a specific space on the radio 
dial that cannot be touched by anyone with commercial interests. For 
instance, all radio stations broadcasting below FM 92.0 have to be 
commercial-free and non-profit. This way, people will eventually catch on 
that if they want this type of freeform programming they can find it there. 
 
Finally concerning low power FM I say MORE MORE MORE! Encourage and promote 
it any way the FCC can. Instead of finding ways to constrain and control 
broadcasting, focus on the positive aspects of radio broadcasting 
specifically low power FM. That is true democracy in action! 
 
Public discourse and discussion of this issue is a good thing and I thank 
the FCC for addressing this matter in a serious and wholehearted manner. I 
truly hope that everyone can come out of this process feeling progress has 
been made. 
 
Sincerely, 
Charles Szabla 
a.k.a. 
"Charlie Saber" 
WRUW-FM 91.1 Cleveland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


